CHAPTER  XIV
MAN'S DUAL NEED  FOR  SOCIETY AND SOLITUDE
IT may be daring to remind the world that
solitude and society are not absolute opposites,
particularly at a time in which so many of our best
minds are fervently pledging allegiance to collec-
tivism. Whoever wishes to be intellectually creative
must submit himself to a peculiar rhythm: he is
bound to withdraw from other men and he must
return to them again. Only in solitude can the
mind work creatively. A man who seeks only
among other men will never find himself- Yet the
dichotomy between the demands of the community
and this need for loneliness is only an apparent
duality. Whoever wishes to influence men has need
of them; he must speak their language and he
cannot do without their help.
These are dangerous alternatives. For many,
society becomes bondage; and for many, solitude
is fataL Some cannot find tranquillity, and many
who have found it cannot find their way back to
the world of men. Some are so deafened by the
tumult about them that they can no longer hear
their own inner voice; and many hear only this
and have no more communion with the world.
The life of every free, fruitful spirit moves like
a pendulum between these two poles. He dares
not live only for the others; something always
drives him back into solitude. And he dares not
live only for himself; something always drives him
back to other men*